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N early 1975 the newspapers reported President Ford's oppo­sition to any postmortem investigations into the Vietnam i War, because "the lessons of the past in Vietnam have al-
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,�.P:� past decade in contact with many levels of the American �f:fort in Asia, I am struck that many of the lessons, in fact the 
Mci�t' important ones, have not been learned. Furthermore too manyhundreds of thousands are dead, maimed, or disfigured, too lll:any _lives have been shattered, too much innocent blood has . been :;pilled, to pass over the last decade as though it were all a minor incident which we can forget in our responsible concern 
for the future. .iLet us stand back for a moment, pretending we are celestial ��ing�, and look at the world. We would be poor observers if 
Wt failed to describe our globe as the site of colossal exploitation and injustice. Taking just the dimension of income, the figures on clistribution within and between countries (highly unequal) 
:d �,jSg�ar trends between countries (increasingly unequal)ow_.!hf�: �nambiguously to all observers, regardless of politicalsu�sfoit' What is one's attitude to this to be? What are one's etences? Does one act to affirm injustice and inequality and ��ltation, or the contrary? 
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